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ntroduction 
 
The idea for the series arose in my mind 
when I inherited from my mother a 
collection of dozens of photographs, play 
bills and newspaper clippings from a 

Vaudeville performer, Ms. Margaret Fallenius.  Ms. 
Fallenius had been by mother’s voice coach in the 
1940s (Mom had a brief career in opera in New York 
but gave it up to marry my Dad). But long before, Ms. 
Fallenius performed professionally as a violinist and 
dancer on the Vaudeville stage.   
 
Ms. Fallenius performed in Vaudeville theaters in towns 
and cities across the United States that were connected 
by railroads.  In Los Angeles in 1906, she appeared at 
the Lyric Theater, which four years before had been 
called the Electric Theater.  The name Lyric Theater 
sounds refined and gentile, but those qualities may have 
been rare in the dusty frontier town that was Los 
Angeles in 1906.  The Electric Theater as a name, I think, 
better captures the spirit of that time. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The bulk of the collection materials, which dated 
between the years 1900 and 1927, document Ms. 
Fallenius’ Vaudeville career.  The newsprint clippings 
have yellowed, and the black and white photos have 
faded a bit, but a few of the very oldest photos stand  
out in blue and white.  These were cyanotype prints, 
which were rather popular in the late 19th and early 20th 
Centuries.   
 
 
 
 
  

I 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater consist of cyanotype prints 
made from some of the images from Ms. Fallenius' 
Vaudeville scrapbooks, as well as from photographs of 
architectural details that I have collected. Each print 
exploits the potential inherent in the cyanotype process 
for creating collage and overlapping exposures.   
 
To recreate the sites and excitement that one would 
encounter in a visit to the Vaudeville theater in Los 
Angeles in the first decades of the 20th Century is the 
intent of this series.  
 
The Margaret Fallenius collection resides at the 
University of Southern California Music Library. For 
more information go to the following internet page: 
https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/c8p275p3/)  

S 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #1, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 



Frederick Hurd     Page 7 
 
 

 

Scenes from the Electric Theater #2, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 



Page 8                                                                                                                             Scenes from the Electric Theater 
 

 

Scenes from the Electric Theater #3, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #4, cyanotype on 

canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #5, cyanotype on 

canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #6, cyanotype on 

canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #7, cyanotype on 

canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #8, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #9, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #10, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #11, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #12, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #13, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #14, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #15, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #16, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #17, cyanotype on canvas, 9 x 12 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #18, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #19, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #20, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #21, cyanotype on 

canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #22, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #23, cyanotype on 

canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 

 



Frederick Hurd     Page 29 
 
 

 

Scenes from the Electric Theater #24, cyanotype on canvas, 9 x 12 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #25, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #26, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #27, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #28, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #29, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #30, cyanotype on 

canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #31, cyanotype on 

canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #32, cyanotype on 

canvas, 9 x 12 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #33, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 



Frederick Hurd     Page 39 
 
 

 

Scenes from the Electric Theater #34, cyanotype on canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Scenes from the Electric Theater #35, cyanotype on 

canvas, 11.5 x 15.5 x .01 in., 2023 
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Artist  
Education:  Bachelor of Arts 
Degree at Mansfield University. 
Mansfield, Pennsylvania.  Fine art 

studies under various instructors including Jeff Cain, 
Sarah Sarchin, John Trees and Craig Antrim at 
Pasadena City College; Susan Bothwell at UCLA; 
Arthur Egli in Pasadena, California; and Robert Sherrill, 
through the Art Center College of Design. 
  
My artwork has been exhibited with the Pasadena 
Society of Artists and the California Art Club.   
   
Artist’s Websites:  

http://www.frederickhurd.com  

https://www.saatchiart.com/frederickhurd 
 
Publications: 
 
Classical Gestures, Catalogue for Solo Exhibition, Gallery V, 
Pasadena City College, March 1 – 16, 2023 (available at 
https://www.lacarchive.com/item/classical-gestures). 

“Frederic, Lord Leighton and Leighton House: The Legacy 
of a Victorian Artist,” with Grace Weigel Hurd, cover article 
for the California Art Club Newsletter, April 2002 
 
 
Selected Exhibitions: 
 
Classical Gestures, Solo Exhibition, Gallery V, Pasadena City 
College, March 1 – 16, 2023. 
 
Smorgasbord. Pasadena City College 2022 Juried Student 
Exhibition.  Boone Family Galleries, Pasadena City College, 
December 15 & 16, 2002, and January 9 - February 9, 2023.  
 
Our Stretch of Brand, 2018, Mural (dimensions: 2.5”H x 
15”W) for Pearlman, Brown  & Wax, LLP, Glendale 
California. 
 
Center for the Arts Eagle Rock 7th Annual Art Auction, Los 
Angeles, California, May 9, 2009. 
  
Celebrating 100 Years of History: The Blinn House and Historic 
California Landmarks, California Art Club, Womens’ City 
Club, Pasadena, California, May 7 – October 15, 2006. 
  
Paintings of the Old Mill II, California Art Club, the Old Mill, 
San Marino, California, October 2002 – March 2003. 
  
Pasadena Society of Artists Diamond Jubilee and 75th Annual Juried 
Exhibition, Pasadena Historical Museum,” January 2002.  
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